DENMEAD WALKING GROUP

The Denmead Walking Group was formed in 2005 by Brendan Gibbs who, at the time, was a
councillor on Denmead Parish Council. Throughout the summer months from the middle of May
until the end of July, Brendan led groups from Denmead and other nearby villages on routes that
took in footpaths, bridleways and other tracks and lanes in and around the area.

!l‘
|

 BAT&BALL

DWG outside the Bat & Ball pub in June 2011. Group founder Brendan Gibbs is far right on back row

Initially these summer walks took place on a Thursday evening but occasionally Brendan organised
walks on a weekend. In 2015, Brendan decided to switch to a Tuesday evening and this change
meant a number of the regular walkers could no longer join us, however others came along and
during that season Brendan started to share the leadership with Martin and Judith Lewis.

The following May after many years of outstanding service to the community in organising the
walks, Brendan relinquished his role passing the baton over Martin and Judith. The evening walks
continued on a Tuesday evening, but the summer season was slightly extended from the start of
May until the end of August. Over the following years membership of the DWG grew to over 100,
but thankfully, the maximum that have turned up is 50! Numbers for individual walks vary greatly
depending on the time of year, weather conditions, the grade (difficulty) of a route or personal
availability. One innovation from 2017 was to offer walks on the last Saturday of each month from
September to April; these are longer than the usual 90-minute summer ones and often end with a
group lunch in a nearby pub.

In 2020 the Covid pandemic meant that all group walks were banned, so to encourage individuals
from the group to undertake self-guided walking, Martin and Judith planned over 30 routes from
Denmead sending details of new walks regularly to members over the following months.



The group just before setting off on a winter walk in January 2022

In August 2021, group walks recommenced, while at the beginning of September it was decided to
offer two per month throughout the following winter season. This tends to be an easier route earlier
in the month while the following one is more challenging. In addition, group members Judith and
Phil Hoar, both of whom are fully qualified DoE expedition leaders, often offer a more accessible
route at a slower pace when the more difficult ones prove a little too challenging. Judith and Phil
have also planned and led a number of full group walks since joining DWG in 2016.

Sadly, over the years, a small number of group members have passed away, therefore the post-
Christmas walk is dedicated to these much-loved individuals who are no longer with us. The last walk
in December is therefore always from Denmead Community Centre on a circular route to the north
of the village at the end of which many gather in the Fox & Hounds pub where a glass is raised to
those members no longer with us.

Looking ahead, the aim of the group continues to be to encourage everyone, members of the
community along with those in the DWG, to experience the many benefits of regular walking either
through group or self-guided yomps. Full details of the group walks are sent to members beforehand
so individuals can assess if it is for them. The master list of self-guided walks from Denmead is also
available on the Healthy Walks page of the Denmead Parish Council website while further details of
all routes can be obtained using the email address martinlewis20@hotmail.com

Anyone interested in joining DWG is advised to initially contact Martin Lewis using the above email
address as membership is limited for reasons of safety.



