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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION – Full Council Meeting 21st June 2023 
 

 
019/24C Public Participation (S.0.3 e)): The public participation session opened at 

9.25 pm. 

 

1. A member of the public made a statement regarding the code of conduct.  The member of the public 
asked the following questions of the Cllrs that have been found to have breached the Code of 
Conduct.  

The member of the public commented that a Councillor regularly leaves the meeting shortly after it 
starts and that two Councillors attend just 5% of meetings. 

Question 1 – Will the Cllrs who have been asked to apologise please show commitment to the DPC 
residents, serve their parishioners, and work together and apologise to the two members of staff? As 
Cllrs Stallard and Clay are not here and Cllrs Gibbs again left after 30 mins, how do we as residents 
ensure our Cllrs will serve us and are not part of the council, just to cause disruption?  

Question 2 - Will the residents be consulted when deciding on a permanent home for the DPC main 
office – The Chairman reassured the member of the public that DPC has not made any decisions 
regarding the new offices and that the residents would be consulted when necessary.  

2. A member of the public asked that their questions are directed through the Chairman to individual 
Councillors to answer and that all questions and answers are minuted. The Chairman confirmed this 
is allowed.  

Question 1 – Will Cllr Clay & Berry apologise to the two members of staff for the letters they sent on 
DPC Headed paper and without authorisation? 

Answer 1 – Cllr Clay did not answer this question and made a statement that he feels targeted inside and 
outside of the council, including threatening emails. Cllr Clay then attempted to shake all Cllrs’ hands in 
an effort to move forward from the Code of Conduct. Cllr Clay was asked to take a seat by the Chairman 
and subsequently left the meeting at 9:38 pm. Cllr Berry wished to make no comment at this time. 

Question 2 – How can the Monitoring Officer assist DPC in moving forward.  

Answer 2 – The Monitoring Officer has nothing in their legislation or remit that can force the hand of a 
Cllr to follow the recommendations.  The MO can only plead to their conscience to serve the parish that 
they live in or step down.  

Question 3 – Did the MO advise Cllrs Clay & Stallard not to attend meetings? 

Answer 3 – The Monitoring Officer has had previous meetings with Cllr Clay & Stallard but they are 
not aware of specific advice to the Cllrs regarding nonattendance. 

3. The Chairman of the Trustees of Denmead Community Centre gave an update on the DCC as a 
whole.  The DCC is now a Charitable Incorporated Organisation.  They are carrying out a large 
amount of maintenance and the two most important items are the new lease and DPC relocating 
their offices at The Old School, if possible.  

4. The Monitoring Officer commented on the behaviour of Cllr Gibbs at the start of the meeting and 
that she would be remiss, as MO not to comment on this bad and unprofessional behaviour.   

 

 

 
The Chairman closed the Public Participation session at 9:53 pm. 


