
District Cllr Update – July 2024 

WCC Full  Council  

The meeting was held on 16th July and I asked question which was reported on : 

Hampshire Chronicle 21st July 2024: 

Denmead: Concern over lack of 
enforcement on development 
21st July 
WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
HAMPSHIRE 
WICKHAM 

 
By Toby Oliver@ChronicleTobyReporter 
Share 
 
A COUNCILLOR has complained over the lack of action by the enforcement 

team over a development in the southern parishes.  

Cllr Paula Langford-Smith, who represents Denmead on Winchester City 
Council, urged civic chiefs to take more action on unapproved development.  

At the full council meeting on Tuesday, July 16, she said: “People in Denmead 
are very concerned about unapproved development that is changing the face 

of our countryside. Despite reporting issues to the council Enforcement Team, 
there appears to be no action and cases disappear from the radar. How can 

you assure residents that enforcement has teeth in Denmead?” 

Cllr Jackie Porter, cabinet member for place and local plan, said: “Winchester 

City Council is committed to rigorous enforcement. The enforcement team has 
had success in taking cases to the inspector and we've had three in the last 
year that have been very serious cases and have taken our officers a long time 

to work through.  (Image: Google Street View) 
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“Officers and I have met with a Denmead parish councillor to discuss a site of 
concern in your ward, but Winchester City Council always wants to do better 
and we will be revising our enforcement policy.” 

Cllr Langford-Smith mentioned a specific case. She said: “On Forest Road 
towards Worlds End, there's a development that had an enforcement notice in 
2017 that had a deadline of three months to restore it to farmland and remove 
the 40 tonnes of concrete. It was ignored by the owner and subsequently not 

followed-up by the enforcement team. As a direct result we now have a 

development of all the fields around that one field with illegal waste 
processing and a dog park with rest facilities which is actually new housing. 

“We now have new buildings of 12 stables and many caravans, but the officers 

say it's fine since it only floods in winter and the caravans are only there 
during the summer.  

“How will you assure residents that you will deal with the issues we face and 

preserve our precious countryside and the wildlife ecosystem?” 

Cllr Porter replied: “You will appreciate I can't discuss a specific case at 

today's meeting, but I'm very happy to have a conversation at a session at 
Winchester City Council with the officers present.” 

 

Switch to Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil 

WCC has worked with Biffa to switch our waste collection vehicles to run on 
Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil (HVO) instead of diesel, making the fleet greener and 
cleaner for the district! 
All 20 Biffa-operated waste and recycling vehicles, which collect from residents across 
the whole district, have made the switch to HVO, which we estimate will reduce carbon 
emissions by at least 80% - a saving of over 600 tonnes of carbon every year. 
Care and attention has been taken to ensure that the supply of HVO is carefully sourced 
and not causing environmental damage. 
The change means bin collections join the Park & Ride buses as a service run on HVO 
fuel. This fuel choice makes the Park & Ride a great option for travelling into the city, 
lowering carbon emissions, and helping to improve air quality. 

 

Residents Survey 

The WCC Residents’ Survey is now running and researchers from Lake Market 
Research are out in the district speaking to residents on their doorstep until 8 September 
about what they think of our services, the area they live in, and what we should focus on 
improving in the future. 
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We’re surveying 1600 households in total - we’ve chosen a selection of households based on 
census data to help ensure results reflect the wider district. 
Residents can recognise researchers by their Lake Market Research ID badges – and they’ll 
carry a Winchester City Council letter of authorisation too. 
 

West of Waterlooville Progress 

The Public Art Programme has been developed and published, a link can be found here: 

WestWaterlooville_PublicArtPlan_v2.pdf 

If anyone has any comments please email them to me by close-of-play on Monday 12th August 

in preparation for my meeting the following day. 

The Winchester Gallery 

This summer, The Winchester Gallery features ‘How to Draw a Bicycle’, a participatory 
exhibition produced in collaboration with Cycle Winchester that brings artists into the gallery to 
offer hands-on opportunities for visitors to contribute to the exhibition.  All ages are welcome to 
come and create work for the bicycle wall, recall a favourite cycling memory, be inspired by 
local creatives making hand-crafted bicycles and cycling-related artworks, and explore what 
cycling means to you. 

6 July – 3 August, Tuesday-Friday 12-6pm, Saturday 12-4 

FREE ADMISSION. 

There is also a Winchester Poetry Festival. Please contact me if you’d like more details. 

On Monday 15th July 2024, Davina Domone-Hollands moved over into the role of Community 
Engagement Officer in the Housing Operations and Community Safety Team at Winchester City 
Council so all ASB concerns should be directed to Community Safety 
inbox CSafety@winchester.gov.uk which is checked daily. 
  
Please can you continue to encourage residents to report any concerns through the appropriate 
channels as below: 
  

• Winchester.gov.uk/report 
• Your Winchester App 
• Winchester City Council customer services 01962 840 200 
• 101 Hampshire and Isle of Wight Constabulary’s 24-hour non-emergency number 
• Online to Hampshire and Isle of Wight Constabulary – Hampshire.police.uk/contact-

us/forms/make-enquiry 
 

Paula Langford-Smith 

Ward Member for Denmead & Newlands 
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