DENMEAD PARISH COUNCIL erRis,

Minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting
Held on Wednesday 9™ July 2025 at 7.30pm
at the Old School, School Lane, Denmead.
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Members: Clir A Berry (AB) Cllr I Brown (IB) P
Cllr Debs Carson (DC) (Chair) P Clir M Clay (MC) P
Cllr T Hall (TH) Cllr A Jones (AJ)
ClIr P Langford-Smith (PLS) ClIr C Ranger (CR)
CliIr K Scholey (KS) P Clir D Stallard (DS) P
ClIr C Vickers (CV) P

Also present: Frances Penfold-Cook (Amenities Clerk) (AC) and Sam Lowe (Head Groundsman) (HG).

26/26A Apologies: Apologies were received from Councillors Berry, Hall,dones, Langford-Smith
and Ranger and it was noted that Councillor Langford-Smith was absent as she was at a
Winchester City Council Full Council meeting in her capacitygas a District Councillor.

27/26A Declarations of Interest: None.

28/26A Minutes of the Previous Meeting:

The minutes of the meeting held on 28™ May 20254vere submitted for approval. It was
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY by those that atténded that meeting (IB, DC, MC, BS and
CV) that the Minutes of the meeting be acceptedias an accurate'record and were duly:signed
by the Chairman at the meeting.

29/26A Cllr Brown requested that all votes at the meeting be recorded.

30/26A Public Participation (S.0.3¢): There were numeroustmembers of the public some of
which wished to address the commiittee.

The meeting was recessed at 19:37 for'the public participation and it re-commenced at
19:49. See Appendix 1 for public participation:

31/26A Following the Public Participation it was RESOLVED, UNANIMOUSLY to take the items
relating to attending members of the public first.

32/26A Item 7.1 — Bench Move Request: During the discussion IB stated that the agenda item
related only to a reéquest to temove the bench and not to the/planting of additional hedging.
The Chair adviSed that she was happy to accept the planting as part of the solution to the
bench issuedIB then raised @ point of order thatithe Agenda did not include the planting of
hedging plants and the Chair responded that the ehair decides whether to accept the point
of order and that the Chair’s deciSion.is final. KS'then called a point of order stating that it
wasaotithe,Chair’s decision whetherito aceept a point of order. The Chair responded that
this*was set outiin standing order 1.r. and that she was going to move on. IB referred the
Chair to section 1.g, above andythe Chair informed the meeting that she was closing this
down now and was quite happy.totake that responsibility and moved on to the proposal. It
was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY (IB, DC, MC, DS, KS and CV voting for) that the Action:

Parish Council will remeve the bench and concrete base, re-grass the area so that it is just a HG
field again and RESOLVED BY MAJORITY (DC, MC, DS and CV for and IB and KS Action:
against) to,look at planting hedging along the section of bare fence. HG
IB requestedythat it be noted that the Chair ignored the point of order raised during the Action:
discussion. AC

33/26A Item 10.6 — Permanent Fence at Heath Field: IB questioned whether the report was from
the Lease Working Party as the Lease Working Party reports to Full Council and not to the
Amenities Committee. The Chair agreed that this was true but this matter was not referring
to items in a lease and that if it was it would have to go to Full Council. IB stated that as it
is the Lease Working Party bringing a report back to the meeting, it is to do with the lease
as that is what they were looking into. The Chair disagreed stating that there is no lease and
the request for the meeting was to discuss fencing and not relating to a lease and so would
allow it to proceed. IB stating that he wanted it minuted that the Chair had ignored the fact
that this item should be on the agenda for a different committee and the Chair thanked him
and asked that it be minuted that this did not relate to a lease because there is no lease in
place. Following further discussion it was RESOLVED BY MAJORITY (DC, MC, DS
and CV for. IB and KS against) that Councillors Clay and Vickers have further detailed Action:
discussions with the Preschool and bring back to Council to better inform such that a MC/CV
decision can be reached.
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IB asked that it be minuted that the Chair had gone against a previous resolution as this
matter had been passed to the Lease Working Party by a resolution of Full Council as it was
regarding the disposal of land.

Action:
AC

34/26A

Item 10.1 — Licence to Cultivate — Community Garden: It was NOTED that the Licence
to Cultivate (number 30) was surrendered on 18" June 2025.

35/26A

Matters Arising and Outstanding From Previous Minutes: The Matters Arising and
Outstanding from Previous Minutes were noted.

36/26A

Head Groundsman’s Report: The contents of the Head Groundsman’s Report were noted
as no actions were required.

37/26A

Matters Relating to Ashling Park / Ashling Pavilion:

1. Request to Hire the Football Pitches: Following discussion it was RESOLVED
UNANIMOUSLY (IB, DC, MC, DS, KS and CV voting for) to inform the requester
that sadly there is no availability for them to use the pitches as the local team must
take priority.

2. Following discussion it was unanimously agreed to discu$s items 7.3 and 12.2
together due to limited funds being availability.

3. Bowling Club Footpath: Following discussion of iteém 7.3%it was RESOLVED
UNANIMOUSLY (IB, DC, MC, DS, KS and CV voting for) to'bloek both ends of
the footpath off with suitable fencing at the bowligielub'end and bylocking the gate
at the other end and to put signs up to advise that the footpath is closed until further
notice and that something be put on social media to this effect.

4. The Chair then advised the meeting that itém 7.3 had been dealt with item 12.2 would
be dealt with in order.

Action:
AC

Action:
AC/HG

Action:
DC

38/26A

Kidmore Field

1. Cracks in Field: Following the Chair informing the meeting of the issue, IB declared
an interest as he was a Ville Bowmen but remained to answer any questions arising.
Following discussion it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY (DC, MC, DS, KS and
CV voting for and IB taking no'part in the vote having declared,an interest) that HG
order a bulk load of soil to be used to fill'in erack/holes.

Councillor Langford-Smith joined themeeting part way through the above item and

did not take part in the vote as she had not béen in attendance for the discussion.

P2 Location ofBins: Following discussioni it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY (IB,
DC, MC#PLS, DS;KS\and CV voting for) that a meeting be arranged by the Scout
Liaisoft with the RFO to\clarify the Parish Council’s insurance and that the extent of
the Scouts insurance for working on DPCilafid also be clarified and the matter be
brought back toithe nextimeeting.

Action:
HG

Action:
MC/DS

39/26A

The Chaigproposed a'motion that'paragraphmd#x. of Standing Orders be suspended to enable
the'rest'of the agenda tobe discussed. PLS"suggested the time being limited to 45 minutes
which was supported by €V The Chair informed the meeting that she would like to
complete the agenda and propesedithe’suspension of standing orders to allow the extension
of the meeting again which was RESOLVED BY MAJORITY (IB, DC, MC, DS, KS and
CVavoting for and\PLS not#voting as the Chair had not considered her proposed
amendment).

PLS offered to provide the clause number for the standing order being suspended
for inclusion in the minutes and the Chair responded by stating that she wanted less
disruption andithat this was wasting time. PLS responded with a point of order that
she was offering to assist the Chair by providing the standing order number as it is
required to go in the minutes and apologised if the Chair felt that such an offer of
assistance was disruptive. The Chair responded that PLS had stated that the Chair
had ignored her amendment and that she was not aware that PLS had made a formal
amendment rather than just a suggestion which is not an amendment and that the
meeting would move on.

40/26A

Kidmore Field

Rubbish at Kidmore: Following discussion in was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY (IB,
DC, MC, PLS, DS, KS and CV voting for) that the tidying of the area be NOTED and that
no further action was required.

41/26A

Goodman Fields
1. No Cutting Request: Following discussion it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY
(IB, DC, MC, PLS, DS, KS and CV voting for):-
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1.1. to cut the back two fields;

1.2. to participate in future “no mow” events Action:
1.3. to leave the front field long with just a path cut through it HG
1.4. torespond to the gentleman that it was decided to cut the long grass due to the Action:
reasons discussed at the meeting including:- AC
1.4.1. ticks prefer long grass and can cause issues for dogs and humans;
1.4.2.  the long grass makes it more difficult for dog owners to see where
their dogs have deposited
1.4.3. the long grass makes it more difficult for others to see dog droppings
and to avoid treading in it;
1.4.4.  the field is intended to be a general purpose use field and the long
grass makes it more difficult for it to be used for purposes other than
dog walking.
42/26A Areas of Open Space:

1. “Community Garden”: It was NOTED that minute action (@in. ref. 008/26A) was
no longer required.

2. Renewal of Licence at St Georges Road: Following diséussion itiwwas RESOLVED
UNANIMOUSLY (IB, DC, MC, PLS, DS, KS and CV veting, for) that the
application should state that we would not be planting, any bulbs emflowers but Action:
maintain the grass and that the grass would be miown every fortnight duging,the grass AC
growing season.

3. Licence to Cultivate: It was NOTED that licence 007 had terminated.

4, Request for Gym Equipment: Fo6llowingy discussion, it was RESOLVED
UNANIMOUSLY (IB, DC, MC, PLS, DS, KS and €V voting for) to infofm the
requester that the Parish Council already had an outdeor gym and did not have budget Action:
available to purchase a new item of calisthenics equipment. AC

5. Community Garden: Followingdiscussion it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY Action:
(IB, DC, MC, PLS, DS, KS and €V véting for) to refer this matter’to Full Council. AC

43/26A Trees and Hedges

1. Clain at Paddock End: It was NOEED that the Council’s instrers were closing their
file in respect of a property at Paddock End as the'elaim'had not been pursued.

Councillor Stallapd left the meeting at 9.54pm.

2. Trees byd£AshlingtRoad Car Park: YEollowing discussion it was RESOLVED
UNANIMOUSLY (IB, DC, MC, PLS, &S and CV voting for) to approve the quote Action:
for the works, HG

44/26A Play Areas

1. Skatepark — Funding: PLS inforfiiedsthe’meeting that there had been no decision yet
on the applicationiand, it was agreed*that this matter would be carried forward to the Action:
next agenda: AC

2. KGV Play Arca Footpath: Following discussion it was RESOLVED Action:
UNANIMOUSLY (IB, D€;MC, PLS, KS and CV voting for) to accept the cheaper AC
of the tarmac quotes.

3. Skatepark Replacement: It was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY (IB, DC, MC, Action:
PDBS, KS and CV voting for) to defer this item to the next meeting. AC

45/26A Equipment:, Following discussion it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY (IB, DC, MC, Action:

PLS, KS and GV veting for) to purchase the Trimax Striker 150 Roller mower. HG

46/26A Incidents: Theincident was NOTED and Councillors asked that the Incident Form be used

to report to the’'Committee and not a copy of the Police 101 form.

47/26A | | Social Media

It was agreed that a social media post be put out about the closure of the Bowling Club Action:

footpath. DC

48/26A Matters for the Next Agenda: There were none at the meeting and members were asked

to pass any on to AC.

The next scheduled meeting of the Amenities Committee will take place at the Old School

Signed: Date:

The meeting closed at 22:15.

at 7.30pm on 10" September 2025.
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Please note minutes of meetings are published in draft form as soon as possible on the website to help
residents. However, they do not become the formal record of the meeting until agreed or otherwise at the
next meeting. Therefore, you should always check to see whether any amendments have been made.

Appendix 1

30/26A. Public Participation: The Public Participation session opened at 19:37. Several members of the public
wished to address the Committee.

1 Bench Move Request — Item 7.1

Andy Tarr (AT) state that he understood as a resident that the park is there for the use and enjoyment of everybody.
As a resident living next door to the park, he understood that there would be somé neise and the occasional ball
coming over the boundary into his garden and no problem with throwing themdback. He continued that there is,
however, a growing youth element intent on causing a disturbance and damagifng,property which is focused around
this bench which is not covered by CCTV. Moving the bench would be a win-win as would also save groundsmen
from clearing up all the rubbish left around the bench. He suggested that the benechibe moved to a more central
location and where it would be covered by CCTV which would alleyiate the issue forithéyresidents. He stated that
he believed that there is a precedent for moving the bench as the £ouneil had previously meved another bench in
KGV field.

Rob Britt (RB) stated that his property also backed on to thefpark in the vicinity of the bench™{ Neticed within last
ten years of anti-social behaviour — bad language and loud/music.yHe stated that he has taken photos as evidence of
rubbish and drug items including needles and that the behaviour is affecting their use of their property — stopped
inviting friends round on summer evenings because of the behaviour ofithe youths.

IB asked if the incidents had been reported to the police.

RB stated that he had not reported it to the police.

AT — confirmed that he had reported the ripping outof past of the fence to the police but that the police had adviced
that no action would be taken.

IB stated he would encourage them to report all incidents to the'police,because itgives the Council more ammunition
to request a police presence at the Safer Neighbourhoods meetings. “He appreciated that reporting was laborious but
that it helps build a case for a policeipresence in Denmeads

CV asked if it has escalated g¥ver a periodiof months or years and is it bétter in winter.

Kate Britt (KB) informed the meeting thatit was much quieter during lockdown.

AT confirmed that it was worse in summer because of the longer daylight hours but that there were still problems
during the winter during the daylight hours.

CV asked for confirmation that theyyhadfound drugs paraphernalia and AT confirmed this and confirmed that he
had video evidence of the;motorbike/metor vehicle'being driven in the park.

DC asked iffthe bench provides the focalypoint for all the activity and AT confirmed that this was the case. DC
reiterated(the comment that all ineidents should be reported to the police as it will take that repeated reporting to the
policedfor the police to perceive there is a reason to increase the police presence in the village.

AT confirmedithat he had raised this\with thepolice that hold the “surgery” outside the shops.

DC stated thatiwhen they run theirt statistics reports those discussions will not be included as they are not recorded
on their system.

2 Community Garden— [tem(10.1

Jean Gaskain (GK) said that she'wanted to speak about the land between Ashling Park Road and Home Mead which
had not been on the agenda before. DC checked which piece of land she was referring to and it was confirmed that
the resident was enquiring about the area of land behind Brookside Close which had been considered for the
Community Garden. DC also confirmed that the land had come up on previous agendas and had previously been
discussed. GK said she just wanted to know what was happening and DC advised her that if she remained in the
meeting all should become clear.

3 Fence at Heath Field — Item 10.6

Sarah Green (SG) introduced herself as the proprietor Denmead PreSchool and that she was attending with her
manager Katie Miller (KM). She said that she was attending for two reasons the first being to thank Councillors
Clay and Stallard for visiting the PreSchool in June and to extend a welcome to any of the other Councillors to visit
the PreSchool if they wished to do so in the future. The second reason was to introduce herself to any of the
Councillors she had not already met and to answer any questions that the Councillors had in relation to item 10.6.

The Public Participation Session closed at 19:49.
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