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Local Government Reorganisation

The Government statutory consultation closed last Sunday 11 January 2026.

The statutory consultation sought views on the proposals that the Ministry of Housing
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has received following the Secretary of
State’s invitation to councils in Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Portsmouth & Southampton to
submit proposals for unitary local government for their areas.

Full details of the consultation, including a privacy statement, are at: Local government
reorganisation in Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton - GOV.UK

Hampshire County Council & East Hampshire District Council proposed 4 unitary councils
across the whole of the area of Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton
comprising the current areas of:

e Mid North: Basingstoke and Deane, East Hampshire, Hart, Rushmoor, Winchester.

o West: Eastleigh, New Forest, Southampton, Test Valley.

e South East: Fareham, Gosport, Havant, Portsmouth.

o Isle of Wight: Isle of Wight to remain unchanged.

Winchester City Council proposed 5 unitary councils across the whole of the area of
Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton. These would comprise the current
areas of:

¢ North: Basingstoke and Deane, Hart, Rushmoor.

e Mid: East Hampshire, Test Valley, Winchester.

e South East: Fareham, Gosport, Havant, Portsmouth.

¢ South West: Eastleigh, New Forest, Southampton.

o Isle of Wight: Isle of Wight to remain unchanged.

This consultation asked questions about each proposal to help inform the assessment of the
proposals.

| was asked my views by Suella Braverman KC MP and | responded that | didn’t believe
residents mind either of the two options, (four or five unitaries) but what they are most
adamant in is that Denmead should not go to a Portsmouth (urban) unitary as the village
still feels (just about) rural.

My personal view is that the four unitary model is potentially more sustainable from a
financial basis but clearly there are going to be enormous costs in merging IT and other
infrastructure and staff costs, as well as the legal transfers of assets including listed
buildings, housing stock, public land etc etc.
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| don’t believe that the projected savings will be realised in any of the models.

| also have concerns about removing ‘local democracy’. Removing the District level removes
a necessary level of local knowledge. For example in terms of planning permissions — only
local people will know the history, traffic situation, flooding issues etc. So it could be argued
that five unitaries provides for a more local level of governance and service provision but |
simply don’t think the numbers stack up.

North
Hampshire
Mid
Hampshire

South West
Hampshire

South East

New Forest Hampshire

.
Ringwood

Newiimen  lYmington
.

Isle of Wight

Isle of Wight

The Government is now considering the responses and we anticipate hearing the results
possibly as early as March.

Kidmore Lane Toilets

| was disappointed that the Parish Council could not find time to meet with me in the last
month to discuss the situation with the toilets. | am raising a question at WCC Council this
evening and would have liked to ensure that my question focusses on the Parish’s desired
outcome. | have used the resolution from the last meeting on which to base my question so
| will keep you posted with the response.
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Food Waste Collection

The New Food waste collection service started in Newlands last month.

Full information can be found at:

www.winchester.gov.uk/waste-recycling/food-waste

Several people said they did not need the small kitchen caddy as they either already have an
alternative that fits their kitchen or will put food waste in liners directly into the outside bin
ready for the weekly collection.

Last month | collected unwanted caddies at the monthly Councillors Surgery between 10
and 12 in The Heath Room at All Saints Church and returned them to Winchester City
Council.

www.winchester.gov.uk
City Offices, Colebrook Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 9LJ T 01962 840 222 E customerservice@winchester.gov.uk


http://www.winchester.gov.uk/waste-recycling/food-waste

48 Winchester

City Council

Emerging Local Plan - what have we done so far and what are the next steps?

On the 22" September 2025 WCC uploaded the following documents to the website:

e ED38a - Inspector Note 16 — Post Hearing action points. This document details the
actions required following the Winchester District Local Plan hearing sessions which
concluded in June 2025.

e ED38b — Schedule of proposed Main Modifications with Inspector comments.

e ED39 - Additional minor modifications (April 25). This document is referred to in
ED38a — Inspector note 16 (Page 2) and sets out the additional modifications which
are minor changes such as addressing typographical errors or factual updates.

How can | respond to the Proposed Modifications consultation?

Public consultation on the Proposed Modifications is now live. The public consultation
started on Friday, 21 November 2025 to 11:59pm on Friday, 16 January 2026. It therefore
closes this Friday.

After the close of the public consultation, any comments will be sent to the Local Plan
Inspector before she issues a final Report which will then enable the city council to adopt
the emerging Local Plan in the New Year.

Sewage Contamination in Denmead

The Forest Road pumping station data shows that in 2025 there were 25 separate occasions
adding up to 328 hours and 18 minutes of contaminated release and the Hambledon Road
pumping station data for 2025 similarly shows there were 25 separate occasions detailing
that there were 328 hours and 51 minutes of contaminated release. For 2025, that is a
combined total of 26 days and 9 hours of contamination being pumped into the public
recreation facility at Goodman Fields. In addition, the New Year has started with a further
release on the 8th January of 17 hours and 39 minutes for both Forest Road and Hambledon
Road Pumping Stations.

| have written to Southern Water to ask if there can be an alert system so that the village
can be warned of spills as these pose a risk to public safety. | have also raised the issue of
the risk of residential flooding in Anmore Road and the likelihood of housing allocations in
Denmead further impacting the system capacity. | have asked them to reconsider their
infrastructure upgrade plans and bring them forward as the plan currently states ‘after
2030'.
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Southern Water Conference

The Rt Hon
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Conference s
-2026 -

Conference.

The conference
will be held on

An event to question and hear : Friday

from local Southern Water 30th January at
representatives in Fareham : Waterlooville
& Waterlooville , Community

To attend this free event, please ’ Centre, 10
visit my website for booking 4 ' Maurepas Way

details: suellabraverman.co.uk

FRIDAY 30 JANUARY

ADMISSION

Waterlooville
PO7 7AY from
6pm to 8pm.

This event
provides the
opportunity to
guestion and
hear from local

Waterloovlle | FORMORE INFORMATION _

Southern
Community Centre 01329 233573 Water
10 Maurepas Way w: suellabraverman.co.uk representatives

Waterlooville PO7 7AY e: suella.braverman.mp@parliament.uk in Fareham and

Suella Braverman MP Waterlooville.

A Strong Voice for Fareham & Waterlooville

Funded from allowances made available to Suella Braverman MP

The event is free to attend and is open to Councillors and members of the public but you
will need to register as places are limited.

You can sigh up at:

https://events.humanitix.com/southern-water-conference-2026
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Christmas Tree Collection Service.

Winchester can collect your real Christmas tree for recycling with our garden waste
collections between Monday 12 January and Friday 23 January. You do not need to have a
garden waste subscription for this.

Check the garden waste collection date for your area at Find out your waste collection
day or on your printed calendar.

Please remove any decorations, and if your tree is more than five feet tall, please cut it into
smaller pieces so the crew can fit it in the collection vehicle.

Wishing you all a very Happy New Year.

Kind regards
Paula

Clir Paula Langford-Smith
Ward Member for Denmead and Newlands
14t January 2026
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