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************************************************************************************************ 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION AND DEVOLUTION 

Central government consultation on major changes to how councils are structured 
across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, as part of its plans for local government 
reorganisation ended on Sunday 11 January 2026. 

Central Government is expected to make a final decision in (spring/March) 2026. 

Four options were being considered in this consultation. This includes: 

• Five Councils: three options for four new councils in mainland Hampshire, 
with the Isle of Wight remaining as a separate unitary authority, submitted by 
us (WCC) and 10 other councils in Hampshire 

• Four Councils: submitted by Hampshire County Council and East Hampshire 
District Council, for three new mainland councils in mainland Hampshire 
alongside the Isle of Wight 

Details of the consultation, are found below: 

• Find out more: www.closeenoughtobelocal.co.uk  
• Have your say:  www.closeenoughtobelocal.co.uk/have-your-say  

 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
LOCAL PLAN UPDATE 

Winchester City Council has reached the final stages before adopting the Winchester 
District Local Plan by launching a public consultation on the Main Modifications 
following the recent public examination hearings. 

This eight-week consultation period closes at 23:59 on Friday 16 January 2025.  The 
Main Modifications is one of the final stages in Local Plan development and is a key 
milestone in adopting a plan. 

Main Modifications is a usual part of a local plan process where the city council 
suggests amendments to the plan and the Inspector, following the examination 
hearings, suggests further ones to ensure our Local Plan meets the legal requirements 
set by government. 

This consultation is only about these modifications and not the wider Plan. However, 
the city council would like to provide assurance that comments and representations 
made in previous Local Plan consultations already form part of the evidence provided 
to the Inspector. 

http://www.closeenoughtobelocal.co.uk/
http://www.closeenoughtobelocal.co.uk/have-your-say


Once the Inspector has considered the responses to this Main Modifications 
consultation, it is hoped they will then provide the council with a final report, which will 
be presented and considered when the Council meets early next year. 

The council hopes the Winchester District Local Plan can then proceed to successful 
adoption in spring 2026. 

The Main Modifications, supporting documents and guidance on how to take part in 
the consultation are available on the council's dedicated Local Plan 
website: www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk/proposed-modification-consultation   

Hard copies of all the documents are also available to view at the City Offices in 
Winchester, along with all public libraries across the district. 

 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
NATURE IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

Winchester City Council has published its Nature Improvement Plan 2025-2030, 
outlining its strategy for halting the decline in nature and wildlife species across the 
district and working with nature to combat the climate crisis. 

The council declared a nature emergency in 2023 to recognise the impact that climate 
change is having on the district’s vital nature and wildlife habitats. We have created 
wildflower meadows, such as the ones at Chilcomb Recreation Ground and Topfield, 
Kings Worthy as valuable habitats for pollinators (including butterflies and moths), 
foraging birds, reptiles and bats. We have also improved the way we manage road 
verges and our church yards and cemeteries, including West Hill Cemetery, which 
provide a valuable, safe home for many species, especially slow worms. 

The Nature Improvement Plan 2025-30 outlines our approach to conservation and 
sustainability projects, and the council’s commitment to supporting volunteers and 
partnership groups.  A short video highlights this key area of work with the full plan 
available on the website. 

 Cllr Kelsie Learney Cabinet Member for the Climate Emergency said: 

“In Winchester district, we are the custodians of varied and internationally recognised 
habitats which we have a duty to protect and enhance, allowing nature to flourish. 

Over the last few years, the City Council has shown we can achieve significant 
reductions in carbon emissions, and we need to take a similar approach to the 
alarming decline in biodiversity which led to the declaration of a nature emergency in 
2023. We are determined to do all we can to reverse this, but we can’t do it alone. We 
need everyone who shares our passion for nature to help, and the Nature 
Improvement Plan 2025-2030 sets out how we can make a difference together.” 

http://www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk/proposed-modification-consultation%20%C2%A0


You can find out more about how the council plans to tackle the nature emergency, 
view the video and the Nature Improvement Plan 2025-2030 
at www.winchester.gov.uk/nature-emergency. 

************************************************************************************************ 
ENFORCEMENT ACTION 
 
The council continues to work on enforcement action and bring prosecutions where 
possible.   
 
The number of outstanding cases in Denmead continues to be unacceptably high and 
I will be asking officers for an update on these cases at the earliest opportunity 
 
We have however brought a successful prosecution for fly-tipping last month. 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR SCHEME 
 
The Aquind Interconnector scheme has been in limbo since a judicial review 
overturned the previous government's refusal of planning permission. 
 
Whilst the council is not opposed to interconnectors in principle and in fact they can 
provide important security to our energy supply and economy, the currently proposed 
scheme would cause considerable disruption to the residents of Denmead Ward 
and the surrounding area during it’s long construction period. 
 
I will be asking what action the council can take to encourage a final decision to be 
taken as soon as possible to end this uncertainty at the next Full Council meeting on 
Wednesday 14th January, 2026 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
 
If you have any concerns, queries or issues. Please get in touch by email or phone. 
 
Michael Bennett. 
Winchester City Councillor 
   
 
07785 573632   
mbennett@winchester.gov.uk    

https://www.winchester.gov.uk/nature-emergency
mailto:mbennett@winchester.gov.uk

