
  

 

 

 
Briefing from Cllr Paula Langford-Smith – Ward Member for Denmead 
& Newlands, Winchester City Council. 
February 2026 
 
Local Government Reorganisation  

Local Authority consultations have concluded as has the statutory consultation.  
 
We anticipate hearing from the Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government 
(MHCLG) in March.  
You can find full details of the consultation at: Local government reorganisation in 
Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton - GOV.UK 
 
WCC Council meeting on 26 February 2026 

Key items in the budget include: 

Housing 

A capital programme for maintenance, improvements and renewals on the housing stock of 

£162.7m 

A 10 year capital programme for new homes totalling £202.8m 

Up to £12m to purchase up to 30 properties between 2026/27 and 2029/30. 

Rent increases of 4.8% on all social, affordable and shared ownership housing 

Greener Faster 

£30,000 increase in the annual tree maintenance budget 

Efficient and Effective 

£89,000 to improve the way residents can contact WCC 

One-off service expenditure  

£470,000 digital transformation budget, relating to the implementation of improvements to 

make our residents’ digital contact with us easier and faster, with £400,000 funded from the 

digital transformation reserve and £70,000 funded from the transitional reserve.  

A Town Account budget of £15,000 for feasibility work related to speed indicators within 

the town area, funded by the town reserve.  

£1.7m for essential structural and repair works to the Guildhall to maintain this listed civic 

building (and required prior to further decision making on the future operating model of the 

Guildhall and Abbey House) funded from Property - Asset Management Reserve 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-hampshire-isle-of-wight-portsmouth-and-southampton
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-hampshire-isle-of-wight-portsmouth-and-southampton


  

 

Amendment of earmarked reserves  

£2m of the Major Investment Reserve be re-allocated to the Property Reserve to fund 

maintenance requirements of corporate properties. 

£1m from the Major Investment Reserve be re-allocated to the Car Parks Property Reserve 

to fund maintenance of and investment in parking.  

An additional £500,000 per annum be set aside into the Property Reserve, for the 

maintenance of and investment in operational assets.  

And That the sum of £1,434,779 be treated as Special Expenses under Section 35 of the 

Local Government Finance Act 1992 in respect of the Winchester Town area. 

Council Tax for 2026/27 

An average increase of 2.95% for City council Tax Band D properties 

 

Government Consultation on Changes to the National Planning Policy Framework 

The Government consultation closes in two weeks time – at 11:45 on the 10th March. This is 
the biggest change to planning policy in more than a decade. Parish Councils ought to 
respond in an official capacity on behalf of our residents. 
Some of the key changes are: 

• Much less ‘local regulation’ as majority of policies will be set centrally for example – 
transport will be ‘vision led’ rather than predict and provide. 

• there will be far fewer regulations for medium development category (10-49 
dwellings)  

• barriers to onshore wind farms removed 

• increased housing densities and requirement to make efficient use of land 

• for agricultural development plans should be flexible about uses 

• town centres will restrict new outlets for fast/hot food takeaways within 
‘reasonable’ walking distance from schools  

• only significant noise impacts will be considered 

• roll back on biodiversity net gain – small sites will be exempt 
 
 

Former Site of Green Meadows Care Home 

A planning application has been submitted by LNT Care Developments for a 66 bed care 

home to be operated by Crystal Care Collection. This represents a £2.7m investment in the 

local economy. 

There will also be 30 car parking spaces, including 6 EV charging points. 

The facility will include a cinema, hair salon, coffee shop and family lounge. 



  

 

 

Grant Funding Panel 

I attended a funding panel meeting in January to support Denmead Bowling Club’s 

application for funding to install two brand new changing pods to provide new facilities at 

the club. This is part of a wider programme to expand and update the facilities at the club to 

increase membership. 

 

 
Cllr Paula Langford-Smith 
Ward Member for Denmead and Newlands 
25th February 2026 


