Report to Denmead Parish Council — 8" April 2026

Council Tax

Hampshire County Council has approved its budget for 2026/27, setting out how the

Authority will continue to deliver essential services while managing unprecedented ongoing financial
pressures facing local government. Councillors agreed a 4.99% increase in Hampshire County Council’s share
of council tax from April 2026, the maximum rise that Government allows councils without them needing to
hold a local referendum. 2% of that increase must be ring-fenced for adult social care, leaving a general
increase of 2.99%.

The increase means that the Hampshire County Council element of council tax for a Band D property will be
£1,690.11 in 2026/27 — an increase of £1.54 per week from last year. Despite the increase, Hampshire
continues to have one of the lowest county council tax precepts amongst shire councils in England.

Alongside the revenue budget, Councillors have also approved the County Council’s £971 million capital
programme for 2026/27 to 2028/29, funded largely through developer contributions and Government grants.
The agreed programme includes:
e £178m for structural maintenance of roads and bridges
£216m for Integrated Transport Plan schemes
£187m for new and extended school buildings
£49m to support High Needs provision
£71m for children’s social care, including a new secure children’s home
£124m for condition-based improvements to school buildings
£47m for waste and recycling infrastructure to improve recycling services

School Transport and Post-16 Transport Policies

The County Council has agreed to withdraw the formal offer of a Spare Capacity Seats Scheme in its School
Transport Policy. This is a discretionary scheme which has previously allowed spare seats on contracted
vehicles to be offered on a temporary, chargeable basis to children not eligible for free School Transport. As of
December 2025, just nine children were using spare seats. The changes to the School Transport and Post-16
Transport Policies were approved following two public consultations held towards the end of last year.

The offer of a Spare Capacity Seats Scheme has created an expectation that spare seats can be provided.
However, this cannot be fulfilled if the available seats on a given vehicle are all in use by eligible children.
Once allocated, spare seats may later be withdrawn if needed for an eligible child, or if the number of spare
seats reduces due to an operational change. There has therefore been a lack of clarity for parents on whether
spare seats can be made available, and the withdrawal of spare seats part way through the year where needed
has proven difficult for families.

Adult Day Services - £200 million

Adult day services provide important support for people of all ages, including older people, those with physical
disabilities, learning disabilities and mental health needs. Based mainly in dedicated centres, they offer a wide
range of activities and practical help - such as personal care, hot meals, creative and therapeutic sessions, and
opportunities to learn or maintain important life skills. A number of services also offer vocational training and
can support attendees on their journey towards paid employment.

Day services are a lifeline for many people in Hampshire - not only for those who attend, but also for the
families and carers who rely on the respite they provide.

The County Council currently works with over 80 independent providers, supporting just over 1,600 people
who use day services. The Council has recently agreed funding which totals £200 million to ensure these
services continue to provide high quality provision and remain good value for money for residents.



Hampshire Youth Parliament

Hampshire Youth Parliament (HYP) has officially begun its new two-year term, bringing together Youth
Councillors from across the county for their first in-person meeting of the year. The event marked an
energising start to their tenure, giving members, elected by their schools and colleges, the opportunity to
connect, share ideas, and begin shaping the priorities that will guide their work over the next two years.

The HYP — which is supported and facilitated by Hampshire County Council — confirmed four key issues that
will lead its campaigning and project work:

e Period Poverty — tackling inequality in access to menstrual products

¢ Crime & Safety — addressing anti-social behaviour and promoting safer communities

e Cost of Living — ensuring young people’s voices are heard in conversations about financial pressures

e Misogyny — challenging gender-based discrimination and promoting respect.
These priorities will shape HYP’s work locally, regionally, and nationally as members begin developing
campaigns, partnerships, and youth-led initiatives throughout the 20262027 term.

Hampshire Youth Parliament continues to welcome interest from schools and colleges looking to support
youth voice and participation and hopes to have a representative from every school and college across the
county. Find out more at: Hampshire Youth Parliament -
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/participation-lifelong-learning/hampshire-youth-parliament

Hampshire’s Biodiversity Duty Report

Hampshire County Council has published its first statutory Biodiversity Duty Report, setting out in detail how
the authority has conserved and enhanced biodiversity across Hampshire between January 2023 and December
2025. It sets out a whole organisation approach and commitment to working collaboratively with a wide range
of partners, recognising the significance of Hampshire’s natural environment to the county’s identity,
economy, health and wellbeing, and ability to respond to the challenges of climate change.

Key achievements include major habitat creation and restoration, significant tree and hedgerow planting,
integration of nature-based solutions in infrastructure, strengthened monitoring, and strong partnerships for
nature recovery.

Across the county, some of these key achievements include:
e 123,000 trees planted
e 230 hectares of chalk grassland restored at Butser Hill
e 225 Road Verges of Ecological Importance (RVEIs) designated, managed with species-specific cutting
regimes
o Five Long-leaved Helleborine sites restored through targeted management including coppicing, raking,
re-grazing and protective fencing
e 42 new community orchards established across parishes, schools, community farms and youth groups,
with 765 fruit and nut trees planted
e Species recovery of the field-cricket in Hampshire at Shortheath Common - now one of only six
successful field-cricket populations in southern England
The report is available here -
https://democracy.hants.gov.uk/documents/g12280/Public%20reports%20pack%20Monday%2002-Mar-

2026%2010.00%20Universal%20Services%20Select%20Committee.pdf?T=10

Harm from Alcohol and the Support Available

More people in Hampshire are now seeking advice and treatment to reduce their alcohol consumption,
according to the latest report from Hampshire County Council’s Director of Public Health. The report -
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/publichealth/annual-reports - highlights the ongoing impact of
alcohol harm on individuals, families, and communities, while showing strong progress in the number of
people accessing advice and treatment.

Although most Hampshire residents drink safely, around a quarter of adults currently drink more than the
recommended limit of 14 units per week, contributing to around 25 alcohol-related hospital admissions every
day. The actions people can take to reduce alcohol consumption, and the range of initiatives helping to drive
this improvement are outlined include:


https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/participation-lifelong-learning/hampshire-youth-parliament
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/publichealth/annual-reports

e Countywide alcohol support and treatment service - https://www.inclusionhants.org/what-we-
do/alcohol-support/ - offering one-to-one sessions, and help for family members and carers

e The Rethink your Drink website -
https://www.hants.eov.uk/socialcareandhealth/publichealth/alcoholawareness - an online offer with
simple advice to help people drink less and make healthier choices

e A specialist alcohol support team working directly in hospitals and other healthcare settings

e Prevention work in schools, including training and support for staff

In 2023/24, Hampshire recorded 26,480 alcohol-related hospital admissions, costing the NHS an estimated £65
million. Alcohol is linked to more than 200 health conditions, including liver disease, cancer, heart problems,
and mental i1l health, which means stopping or cutting down and seeking help early is vital.

State-of-the-Art Recycling Facility

Construction is set to begin this spring on Hampshire’s new, state-of-the-art Materials Recovery Facility
(MRF) in Eastleigh. The facility, which is expected to be up and running by 2028, will support households
across the Hampshire region to recycle more materials, including a much wider range of plastic packaging
such as pots, tubs, trays, cartons and soft plastic film; glass; metal; paper and cardboard. It follows the recent
expansion of food waste collections across the County.

The £50.5 million investment has been developed in conjunction with Hampshire’s neighbouring waste
disposal partners - Portsmouth City Council and Southampton City Council - who will jointly fund the project
to ensure a consistent service across the region.

New Funding Help

Hampshire County Council has unveiled an initial £850,000 support package to help low-income households
during unexpected financial shocks. It forms part of the new Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF) launched by
the Government’s Department for Work and Pensions, which has allocated a total of £10.4 million to
Hampshire for 2026/27. The remaining funding will be rolled out across the county from June and is designed
not only to help people in immediate hardship but also to reduce the likelihood that households fall back into
crisis.

The new fund is set to replace the annual Household Support Fund and is part of a national shift towards a
more stable and long-term approach to local crisis support. The Government has confirmed that the CRF will
provide multi-year funding that gives councils greater certainty and allows for more effective planning. The
CRF will also become the primary source of local welfare support, helping vulnerable households manage the
continued rising cost of living while enabling councils to build stronger, preventative support networks.

Patricia Stallard
Hampshire County Councillor
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