
  

 

 

 
Briefing from Cllr Paula Langford-Smith – Ward Member for Denmead 
& Newlands, Winchester City Council. 
May 2026 
 
Local Government Reorganisation  

The Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has announced the 
decision regarding the reorganisation.  
 

 
 
This model also includes the following boundary changes: 

• Move the parishes of Totton and Eling, Marchwood, Hythe and Dibden, Fawley 
(currently under New Forest District Council) and Chilworth, Nursling, Rownhams 
and Valley Park (currently under Test Valley Borough Council) to the proposed South 
West Unitary. 

• Move the parishes of Newlands (currently under Winchester City Council) Clanfield, 
Horndean and Rowlands Castle (currently under East Hampshire District Council) to 
the proposed South East unitary. 

 
There is some concern about the economic viability of the Mid Hants Authority with the 
economic area of the revenue generating New Forest Waterside being put with 
Southampton. 
 

 

 



  

 

 

Local Election Results 

The Local Elections were held on 7th May 2026. 

Name of Candidate  Description (if any)  Number of votes 

ALDRIDGE Amanda Reform UK 998 

BROOK Caroline Lorraine The Conservative Party Candidate 800 

CLAY Martin Liberal Democrats 1186 (E) 

KIRBY Andrew Thomas Labour Party 85 

O'CONNOR Laura The Green Party 185 

 

Thus, your new District Councillor is Martin Clay and he joins myself and Michael Bennett to 

represent you at Winchester City Council. 

As one of your District Councillors, I have been asked to serve on both of the Regulatory 

Committees – both the Planning and Licensing & Regulations Committees. 

 

Government Consultation on Changes to the National Planning Policy Framework 

The Government consultation closed on the 10th March. This is the biggest change to 
planning policy in more than a decade. Parish Councils ought to have responded in an 
official capacity on behalf of our residents. 
 
Some of the key changes are: 

• Much less ‘local regulation’ as majority of policies will be set centrally for example – 
transport will be ‘vision led’ rather than predict and provide. 

• there will be far fewer regulations for medium development category (10-49 
dwellings)  

• barriers to onshore wind farms removed 

• increased housing densities and requirement to make efficient use of land 

• for agricultural development plans should be flexible about uses 

• town centres will restrict new outlets for fast/hot food takeaways within 
‘reasonable’ walking distance from schools  

• only significant noise impacts will be considered 

• roll back on biodiversity net gain – small sites will be exempt 
 
 

 



  

 

 

Planning Application for next part of the MDA going before WCC Planning Committee. 

23/01457/OUT 

Proposal: Outline application for residential development up to 69 dwellings with access in 

detail. All other matters reserved. (amended Plans Submitted, amended description)  

Location: Land Adjacent Laxton Leaze, Waterlooville Hampshire 

 

 

This was going before the WCC Planning Committee which will start at 09:30 on Tuesday 26 

May 2026 but has been withdrawn temporarily. 

 

LOCAL COUNCILS MEETING 25 JUNE 3-5PM 

  

The next Local Councils meeting will be on Thursday 25 June at 3pm (via Teams) and 

your Parish Clerk, together with two Local Council Members, are welcome to join 

Laura Taylor and the team. 



  

 

WCC attended the Winchester district AGM and will provide an update on LGR and 

the next steps for the Local Plan for those that couldn’t join that meeting. If you have 

any items you would like to discuss, please forward these to 

executiveassistants@winchester.gov.uk. 

Thank you so much and WCC look forward to seeing you (virtually) on 25 June. 

  

 

BANK HOLIDAY BIN COLLECTIONS 

  

 

 

Due to the bank holiday on Monday 

25 May, there will be no bin 

collections that day. For that week, 

collections will be one day later than 

usual, with Friday collections taking 

place on Saturday. 

These changes are already reflected 

on residents’ bin calendars and 

residents can check their next bin 

dates on our Bin Calendar web page. 

   

        

 

 

JOIN US FOR THE CLIMATE AND NATURE OPEN FORUM 

  

Learn about our plans for supporting and improving nature across the district at our 

upcoming Climate and Nature Open Forum (previously called the Carbon Neutrality 

Open Forum) on Tuesday 9 June, 6.30 to 8pm. The event will be online via Teams.  

Presentations will be on the theme of Nature, including an introduction to the 

Nature Improvement Plan for the district from our Ecology team, an outline of 

Magnificent Meadows project from CPRE Hampshire, a National Lottery funded 

project that aims to rejuvenate local grasslands and precious meadows in 

Winchester and across Hampshire. 
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COMMUNITY SMALL GRANTS SCHEMES 2026/27 

  

 

District Small Grants Scheme 

Our District Small Grants Scheme is now open to applications from Community 

groups and charities in your area - please help us to raise awareness in your 

communities by sharing this information within your network.   

Through the scheme, charities or community groups who are delivering projects 

across the wider district are able to apply for grants of up to £700. 

You can find full details on our District Small Grants web page and we’ll be sharing 

information via our social media channels too.   

Some of the criteria and priorities have changed since last year, so please do read 

the guidance carefully before submitting an application. 

Greener Faster Small Grants Scheme 

Our Greener Faster Small Grants Scheme will also open a little later this month, with 

applications open from 26 May to 29 June. 

This scheme is designed to support organisations that contribute to our Greener 

Faster priorities across the district, with grants of up £1,000 available - and projects 

must start from 1 September 2026. 
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Check back on our Greener Faster grants web page for full details a little closer to 

the time - and keep an eye out on our social for more info as well! 

  

 

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR SUMMER CAMPAIGN  

  

With warmer weather approaching and the school holidays just around the corner, 

our Community Safety Team, alongside key partners, has launched its annual anti-

social behaviour summer campaign. 

As well as responding effectively to anti-social behaviour, the campaign also aims to 

delivering education and guidance to help residents stay safe - and appropriate 

enforcement action will be taken where necessary. 

Over the coming months, the partnership will be getting involved in a range of 

national initiatives including Knife Crime Awareness Week, National Water Safety 

Week and Anti-social Behaviour Awareness Week - and we’ll also be carrying out 

proactive patrols, hosting street meets and attending community events across the 

district. 

If someone in your community raises concerns about anti-social behaviour, there’s 

lots of information over on our website about how best to report it. 

  

 

 

 

 
 
Cllr Paula Langford-Smith 
Ward Member for Denmead and Newlands 
20th May 2026 
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